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Public Space With A Roof / A Dependant Space in Amsterdam

Running an artistic public space is no attempt for autonomy, but an attempt to construct a
permeable zone of exchange, for the exchange of thoughts, concepts and opinions. It is, therefore,
an attempt to re-distribute the mental and physical space one establishes.

In order to gain space for artistic “freedom” and expression, one has to articulate and confront
what one’s vision of that “freedom” actually is. If we take the project space as a sovereign space,
does it mean that the influence of the art-market stops abruptly at our doorstep? Does it imply an
“anything goes mentality” in a liberated, autonomous zone, where naturally criteria of quality
should not apply? The idea of any artistic space as sovereign, “free of outside influences”, is a
naive concept - the creation of an artistic space is, for us at Public Space With A Roof, actually
about the exact opposite.

What challenges us to run a project-space is the ambition to enter a dialogue with the outside, to
be able to articulate issues of relevance to our lives in a format that others can perceive and react
to. PSWAR conducts projects in order to find out what we can offer to a dialogue,

what it means to produce, articulate, and develop concepts and views, and to review and evaluate
one’s own series of experiments.

Public Space With A Roof expressed an interest in artistic research from its very beginning.
Initially, PSWAR functioned as a platform for young artists during half a year of process based,
weekly shows. Following a restructuring phase, PSWAR invited artists, theorists, architects and
activists to speak about strategies of interventions in the city in “Intervening the Urban Void”.
The three month long project operated as a meeting-point, a public archive and a lecture-space.
In “Relocated Identity” (May — July 2005), a project consisting of two exhibitions and lectures,
PSWAR will question the overexposure of nationality in the arts, and will examine the term of
migration not as an exotic phenomenon, but as a concept inherent to our culture.

While PSWAR focusses on issues which affect our lives as artists and foreigners working and
living in the Netherlands, and investigates them through exhibition making, the project space
itself is, simultaneously, the place where these practices of exhibition making have to be
questioned and, if possible, improved.

Feedback from audience and exchange partners (artists, critics, curators, theorists and activists)
are the fuel for Public Space With A Roof. Thespace, with its people, ideas and intentions,
becomes a converter for these outside influences and produces a feedback outwith the four walls.
Public Space With A Roof can be described as a space in motion which becomes a discursive
space, not through the amount of lectures performed, but through making the space discursive in
itself, as a point of references and exchanges.

[Inga Zimprich]

Public Space
With A Roof depends on /
has been made possible by / is facilitated by / has been shared with:

Adi Hollander & Tamuna Chabashvili, Inga Zimprich, Eva Fotidiadi, Andrew McFarlane and
Mhairi McGee, Manu Tau, Matthia, Celine, Paul, Alon Levin, Will Holder, VSB Fonds, AFK,
the City of Amsterdam, MacBike, OT301 / Oude filmacademie, Anke Bangma, AnArchitektur,
Malkit Schoschan, 2012architecten, Buro MA.AN, Pieterjan Ginckels, Wilfried Houjebek,
Boaz Baradon, Michael Bull, Tao G. Vrovec Sambolec, Unwetter, Originalfassung,
Universal Embassy, Sophia Tabatadze, m7 Mauricio Corbalan, Monika Vykoukal,
Toyshop Collective, Swoon, Reinaldo Laddaga, Haarmen de Hoop, Bernd Trasberger,
Anne Devries, Tobias Loffler, Kristina Kersa, Wafae Ahalouch, Keren Cytter, Sjoerd Tim,
Alexandra Bachzetsis, Wolf von Kries, Chen Chuanxi (Tim),Tine Melzer, Pantelis Makkas,
Klaas Koetje, MarkoCiciliani, David Hemaadez, Renate Graziade, Ewa Berg, Els van der Graaf,
Meinke Horn, Matija Ferlin, Daniela Barulli, Julie Dassaud, Katja Mater, Guy Bahir,
Tudor Bratu and the public. b

(to be continued...)

Thank you!
Inga
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